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In Lent we walk with Christ
toward Jerusalem. City of
power. City of the great
temple. City of suffering
and death. Cosmopolis of
global diversity even then.
So it is today. 

Our faith teaches us that
Christ walked to Jerusalem
intentionally to face his suf-
fering and death. He knew
what was to come and went
anyway because it was
God’s will for the world. In
his full Oneness with God,

he greeted that journey with a quiet joy. For most
human beings, his response seems unimaginable. 

When I was younger, I had a hard time comprehend-
ing this aspect of our faith. It seemed cruel that God
would require someone so good to suffer so much. It
seemed that Christianity was built on a foundation of

blood sacrifice and violence that I wasn’t sure I want-
ed to accept. Yet as time has passed, I have cometo
accept and value the centrality of Christ’s walk to
Jerusalem and his atoning death.

Our world, after all, is that kind of place. It was, and
remains, a violent existence for a great percentage of
the world. That there are millions in the “first” world
who live in comfort and luxury does not change the
fundamental reality of unmitigated, raw clashes of
power in the daily lives of many more millions. The
resources we consume, from oil to clothing to choco-
late are all intimately touched by violence in the lives
of those who produce and transport them. Whether
through war, tribal conflict, slavery, or forms of gangs,
the world we live in is rife with suffering.

In the United States, the majority of us had for
decades lived as though we were immune. Just months
ago we learned otherwise. Now we recognize the luxu-
ry of our naiveté. The daily insecurity of our brothers
and sisters across this nation and around the globe is
nearer. So, too, is Christ’s walk to Jerusalem. 

In his path to the cross, Christ teaches us how to bear
the awful, sometimes tragic, burdens of our lives and
how to walk with others as they face suffering and
death. He spent those days and weeks teaching and
healing, guiding his disciples toward that future in
which they would become his Body. He pressed always
toward depth of meaning in conversations. He chal-
lenged all whom he encountered in their assumptions
about power, relationships, and the ultimate expecta-

tions of God in their lives. He engaged God intimately
through prayer in anguish and in spiritual struggle.
And so what could have been a dreadful walk became
a walk of quiet joy as he knew that he would fulfill
God’s hope. 

This Lent, I invite you to join me in a discipline of
transforming prayer and attentiveness. Let’s walk with
Christ to Jerusalem by praying during Lent’s 40 days
for the places around the globe where violence is
overpowering: Jerusalem, first of all. And Afghanistan,
Colombia, the cities of our own nation, North and
South Korea, Sudan, homes and workplaces affected
by September 11, the Philippines, Iraq, homes where
domestic violence and child abuse exists. One place a
day to pray for and carry in your heart. Walk with
Christ to the places of suffering and death. It is an act
of devotion, a way to learn the transforming power of
prayer, a way to live in solidarity with those who’ve
never had the luxury of naiveté. Perhaps in the midst
of your prayerful walk, Christ will join you,and you
will know the call of God in a new way. 

It is by facing—not ignoring— the violence of our
world that we become the Body of Christ in ministry
and mission. Rooted in the spiritual discipline of
prayer for others, we will find ourselves filled with joy
as we walk with Christ seeking God’s hope for the
world. With him we will find the courage that will lead
us to new lives and through our shared covenant then
as his Body in the midst of the world, a new way of life
for all the world. May our Lenten journey be one of
humility and radical openness to the way of the Christ.

The Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crabtree,
Conference Minister

A Lenten
Journey

tions to be constantly learning, exploring, and 
growing in our faith, we will become more vibrant
communities, and we might even attract a few new
members.

O R I G I N A L  S P I N •  T H E  R E V .  H A L  C H O R P E N N I N G

I have noticed
something pecu-
liar in many
UCC churches
in Connecticut.
It might just be
the sampling I
visit each year, or
it might be that
my vision is
skewed by my
pre-ordination

past as an eager adult layperson, or it could be that
I’m used to churches in university towns. It seems
odd to me that more of our churches don’t have
well-developed adult education programs.

The American School for the Deaf in West Hartford
was founded by the Rev. Thomas Gallaudet not only
to teach deaf children how to communicate, but to
hear the gospel. Glimpsing at our
UCC/Congregational history, education has been
inseparable from faith. We founded schools and uni-
versities by the hundreds, not just for education’s
sake, but for God’s sake. Our tradition, birthed by
Cambridge University dons, has seen the mind as a
gateway to the soul (a supposition we’ve sometimes
carried to extremes).

It seems as if most Connecticut congregations have
the occasional “second hour” or Bible study during
Lent or Advent. That is well and good, but if we are
to be about the business of building up the body of
Christ, it seems inadequate, especially in larger
churches, where there is ample demand and energy
to organize and implement programs. Adult educa-
tion programs do not need to be led or organized by
clergy; an empowered lay task force can do the work

and coordinate with a Christian Education board.

What does an effective adult education program look
like? Many different models are available, but one is
a Sunday morning hour (before or after worship)
that meets weekly and has childcare—or Sunday
school—provided. Topics can range from several-
week explorations of the historical Jesus to panel dis-
cussions about hot topics like war and peace, to
focussed Bible study, to learning about different faith
traditions, to UCC history and polity, and might
extend to such secular topics as the “sandwich gener-
ation,” living wills and durable powers of attorney.

It might look like a monthly film series that gathers
people together to view and discuss videos with impli-
cations for faith. (Try watching Contact, Priest, or
Dogma with a group of young adults if you want to
see animated theological discussion!) It could be a
book group that meets regularly to discuss recent (or
classic) works. Or it could even be a regular lecture
or workshop series.

Where do you find presenters? Connecticut is richly
blessed with a geographical location in close proximi-
ty to a half dozen leading seminaries, many with fac-
ulty willing to lead adult education programs.
Andover-Newton, Yale, Hartford Seminary, Union
Theological, and Harvard Divinity School are all rela-
tively close. These are gold mines of people largely
undiscovered by our congregations. Faculty members
from other colleges are also great potential
resources. Conference staff members are also avail-
able for workshops and discussion on a wide range of
topics—from mission to justice issues to Open and
Affirming and beyond.

Education takes work and commitment both from
organizers and participants. If we aim as congrega-
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Beyond
Second
Hour

Imagine yourself as an Afghan woman.
Hard as it may seem, try to envision
yourself without status, as a refugee,
without a home, without adequate food
for your children, and with no way to
earn money to meet the basic needs of
your family. Closer to home, picture
yourself as the family of an
undocumented worker who was killed
in the World Trade Center. While
others may receive governmental
support, applying for aid would
jeopardize your residency in the United
States. Where do you turn for financial
help, emotional support, and a way to
make a living? In either scenario, you
are among those whom Jesus called
“the least of these who are members of
my family.”

Through the United Church of Christ
Afghan Appeal, you are helping to
bring the basic needs of food and
shelter to families in Afghanistan and
those who have fled to neighboring
Pakistan in recent years. Working with
our Church World Service partners, you
are present to persons facing an
immense human catastrophe. Thus far,
UCC congregations in Connecticut
have given $15214 toward the Afghan
Appeal. 

And through Hope from the Rubble,
the UCC’s domestic response to
September 11, you have supported the
unmet needs of victims’ families,
provided emotional and spiritual aid
for survivors and rescuers, provided
programmatic support and pastoral
care for pastors affected directly by the
events, and initiated a university-based
training programs for leaders in
congregations that have experienced
trauma. Unlike others our response will
continue in the long term: planning
currently extends to 2004.Connecticut’s
UCC congregations have given more
than $142,000 to the Hope from the
Rubble Appeal. 

How It Works

One hundred percent of your gifts sent
to UCC special appeals (such as Hope
from the Rubble and the Afghan
Appeal) are spent directly on aid; no
monies are deducted for overhead. The
infrastructure is supported by your
congregation’s giving to Our Church’s
Wider Mission. Your dollars are sent to
the offices of the Connecticut
Conference in Hartford, recorded and
expedited to our denominational
headquarters in Cleveland, where the
monies are put to use right away.

But even before specially designated
gifts arrive, your offering given through

the UCC’s annual One Great Hour of
Sharing appeal enable your
denomination to act on your behalf.
For instance, the UCC launched Hope
from the Rubble on September 12 and
immediately sent $10,000 to Church

World Service to start work. It was your
congregation’s generosity in last year’s
One Great Hour of Sharing offering
that made it possible for the UCC to act
on your behalf right away.

Learn More
A fast way to keep apprised of the ways
your disaster-response funds are
making a difference is to sign up for
email disaster-response updates on
FIDO*. It’s easy and free. Just go to
www.ctucc.org and click on the FIDO*
dog and tell us what information you’d
like to receive. Updates on disaster
response will arrive in your email box
as news develops. The UCC website
(www.ucc.org) also features a disaster
response section, and the Church
World Service website provides photos
and in-depth reports on current and
planned responses.

One of the projects underway through
the Pakistan-Afghanistan operation of
Church World Service (which was in
place long before September 11) is a
cooperative to employ women in
refugee camps in Quetta, Pakistan, who
fled the Taliban. The women make
cotton-filled quilts with locally available
materials and sell them back to Church
World Service, who in turn distribute
the quilts to people in Afghanistan
living with inadequate shelter. The
women earn 50 rupees (about 85 cents)
per quilt, which take a day to make.
The women’s income is more than just
a means of survival, however. “By
contributing to the family income, the
women come to have a greater say in
the family decision-making process,”
said Gulshan Maznani, a Church World
Service coordinator in Pakistan. “It’s
much more than quilt-making. It’s
really about the empowerment of
women.”

If you want to hear the stories of
women who have been aided by your
giving, and a recently released project
report of providing basic shelter needs
for internally displaced persons in
Afghanistan, read more at
www.churchworldservice.org/Reports20
01/afghanistan/

Get Involved
Please remember to include refugees
and those affected most by September
11 in your prayers and those of your
congregation. It isn’t too late to provide
assistance to our sisters and brothers in
Afghanistan and Pakistan. You may
send a check made out to “The
Missionary Society of Connecticut” with
“Afghan Appeal” to The Connecticut
Conference, UCC, 125 Sherman Street,
Hartford, CT 06105

Paul Jeffrey of Church World Service
Pakistan-Afghanistan contributed to this
article.

Try the new toll-free number for the Connecticut Conference Office: 

1-866-367-2822 (1-866-FOR-CUCC)
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