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Amid our relentless
focus on the war in
Iraq, news from the
frontlines of a strug-
gle much closer to
home came to the
Connecticut
Conference. As part
of a two-week visit to
the United States,
Ricardo Esquivia

spoke on April 1 to an evening gather-
ing at the First Church of Christ in
Middletown, and earlier in the day to a
group of seminarians and UConn Law
School students at the Hartford
Seminary. Esquivia is Director of the
Christian Center for Justice, Peace and
Non-Violent Action (JUSTAPAZ) of the
Colombian Mennonite Church, and an
internationally recognized authority on
conflict transformation.

Acclaimed by our Conference Minister,
the Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crabtree, as
“one of the great leaders for peace in
Colombia,” Esquivia brought his mes-
sage of hope and reconciliation for
Colombia to Connecticut. Drawing con-
nections between the situations in Iraq
and Afghanistan, he said, “In our back-
yard, there is Colombia. It has a conflict
that is still possible to change. I would
like to help you think about Colombia,

think about it as a form of planting
seeds of justice.”

Esquivia spoke to the audience as a vet-
eran of the Colombian reconciliation
and peace process, and as one who has

Partnership.Peacemaking. Prayer. Protest. Politics. Pizza. Listening.
Learning. Laughter. Organizing. Tears. Solidarity. Travel. Raising aware-
ness. Solemnity. Jubilation. What do these words have in common?
They are all aspects of the Connecticut Conference UCC Colombia
Partnership. From its beginnings with two UCC ministers who adopted
Colombian children, through the involvement of the National UCC
Justice and Witness Ministries, to the beginning of our CT UCC part-
nership as a result of Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree’s friendship with
Barbara Gerlach (one of the adoptive parents), our Colombia
Partnership has been a source of remarkable Christian witness and a
tremendous range of experience. The National, Conference and local
church settings of the United Church of Christ are Continued on page 5 Continued on page 2
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Jim Morgan,
a communi-
cations spe-
cialist with
more than
20 years in
the field, has
been named
Associate
Conference

Minister for Wider Church
Ministries. He comes to the
Connecticut Conference from a
position at the Hartford Insurance
Company, where he was responsible
for the development and execution
of internal and external marketing
materials. Jim has also served as
communications specialist for
Connecticut Mutual, and as a con-
sultant to clients ranging from
Coopers & Lybrand to “Every Child
by Two,” the childhood immuniza-
tion campaign organized by former
First Lady Rosalynn Carter and child
advocate Betty Bumpers.

Morgan, who will handle the
Conference’s mission interpretation
among other responsibilities, has
extensive experience in electronic
media, including positions at KRON-
TV in San Francisco, KUTV in Salt
Lake City and Preview Media, San
Francisco, where he was a producer
for the daily, nationally syndicated
environmental news series “Impact.”
In addition, he produced several

major broadcast projects on topics
including the writing and activism of
Jessica Mitford (for PBS), global
human interest stories (for A&E),
NASA space exploration (for TIME-
LIFE Television) and the challenges
and opportunities, especially in the
area of personal freedoms, in the
Soviet Union and East and West
Germany shortly after the fall of the
Berlin Wall (also for TIME-LIFE). 

“The attraction of working with the
Connecticut Conference is, for me,
the opportunity to discover and pur-
sue meaningful work in times that
call for commitment and passion,”
Morgan said. “My wife and I were
introduced to the UCC through our
affiliation with Asylum Hill
Congregational Church in Hartford,
which has been an inspiring place
for us, and brought to my attention
the wider UCC mission. I hope to
apply my skills to the work of the
UCC, where spirituality is alive and
dedication to working in the real
world - where we can make a differ-
ence through understanding and
reconciliation - is a theme that feels
right, and is right.”

Morgan believes that his corporate
and media background will comple-
ment the work of the UCC in the
Connecticut Conference, where he
is responsible for interpreting the
organization’s mission to churches
and members of the public, editing

ConnTact, handling media relations
and keeping lay and church leaders
informed of the ongoing issues of
the Conference.  

“As a member of a religious organi-
zation with a dedication to its public
mission, I expect to interact with
many sectors of our community,
including other religious bodies,
educational institutions, civic and
political groups and the corporate
world,” Morgan said. 

“Jim brings warmth and a wonder-
ful sense of humor, along with all his
skill and experience,” said Rev.
Davida Foy Crabtree, Conference
Minister. “As a layperson, he also
brings a ‘real’ world understanding
of stewardship and the connection
between one’s Christian faith and
one’s work. We are delighted to wel-
come him to the team!” 

Originally from southern California,
Morgan, 51, received a B.A. in
English Literature from the
University of California at Berkeley,
where he also completed his
Master’s thesis in Journalism. An
avid sports enthusiast and amateur
guitarist, Morgan lives in West
Hartford with his wife Molly
Reynolds, who is in program and
business development for the inter-
faith teen and family counseling
center HopeWorks, and their chil-
dren Georgia, 9 and Sam, 11.
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Then: As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish
for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed
him.(NRSV Matt. 4:18-20)

Now: As Jesus walked by the Connecticut River, he saw
John, and he said to John, “I know you are a great
teacher, and you love children. Come follow me to semi-
nary.” And John said, “I would love to do this, but I am
a single parent with two children. I have to work two jobs
to support them, I can’t afford to go to seminary right
now.”

As Jesus walked further along, he saw Mary, and he said
to her, “Mary, I know you are a great preacher, and a
wonderful shepherd. You have trained three years in semi-
nary. I want you to go to a small church in a big city
where my people need you.” And Mary said, “Jesus, I
would love to go to that church, and be their pastor, but I
have $35,000 in student loans, and I cannot afford to
live on what they can pay. I need to go somewhere else and
do something else that pays more money.”

Funding for seminary education has been of con-
cern for many years. Churches were urged by the
Tenth General Synod to pledge 2% of their operat-
ing budget for seminary support as long ago as
1975. This local support for seminaries never mate-
rialized. In 2001, support from United Church of
Christ congregations to the seven seminaries sup-
ported by our denomination was less than 4/10 of
one percent of local church current expenses.

Of greatest concern is the rise in the average debt
of graduating students across the U.S. In 1994, the
average debt load was $15,033; by 1998, that figure
had grown to $20,099. In 2000, the average debt
load of seminary graduates rose to $29,099 - an
increase of over 44% in just two years. 

Repayment of these debts is also becoming increas-
ingly difficult on the salary available to a seminary
graduate. In 1998, the average salary of all recent
grads in the U.S., including housing allowances,
was $29,847. By 2000, this had only increased to
$30,725, or approximately 3%. 

There are a number of reasons why the debt level is
increasing. The average annual cost for seminary
education is approximately $35,000. In addition to
tuition costs, fees and books, students also must pay
the cost of transportation, housing, insurance, tele-
phone and utilities and child care. Some students
also may be in debt from previous education.

Scholarships from the seminary, local churches,
associations, conferences, and the national church
may cover a portion of the costs. Support from fam-
ilies, veteran’s assistance, social security, unemploy-
ment and wages from full or part-time employment
may also be used to pay the costs. Some students
who report having no debt have even sold their
homes or used retirement assets to pay for seminary
education.

In Connecticut, 21 in-care seminary students
applied for scholarship funds from the Conference
in 2001. Only $15,000 was available for scholar-
ships, so the average grant was $715.  This falls far
short of the funds needed to support the future of
ordained ministry in our Conference. 

In our Conference, building up the endowment for
seminary scholarships can make a difference. With
additional funds, we can provide more than a mini-
mal contribution to the education of seminarians,
and reduce these significant debts for new clergy.
We need everyone’s help to make this a reality. God
is still speaking, but only some can afford to
respond. We are all called to help support the
future of ministry in the United Church of Christ.

In the Future: Jesus will walk along the shoreline of
Connecticut and meet Chris, and he will say to Chris,
“Come follow me.” And Chris will reply, “I am ready to go
wherever you lead me.”

We want you to know, broth-
ers and sisters, about the
grace of God that has been
granted to the churches of
Macedonia; for during a
severe ordeal of affliction,
their abundant joy and their
extreme poverty have over-
flowed in a wealth of gen-
erosity on their part. 
2 Cor 8:1

Paul helps us keep per-
spective on ourselves. He

reminds us of the early Christian communities that
lived under great duress and persecution because
of their Christian faith. He wants us to understand
the deep connection between affliction and joy,
between poverty and generosity. And we need to
understand – for our souls’ sake, and for the
world’s. 

I remember a
number of
members of a
local church
I served who

lived their own afflictions. Yet each was generous
beyond expectation. I think they even surprised
themselves. Their life experience had taught them
that God’s grace was dependable, even though
human support, employment, family relationships,
and government were not. Having learned to rely
on God, they found a depth of joy that went
beyond the average person’s. 

In the same way, I’ve encountered Christians
around the globe for the whom the outpouring of
gifts from their financial poverty was a rich testimo-
ny to their spiritual wealth. I remember preaching
at a Kikuyu church in Kenya fifteen years ago, and
watching the amazing richness of the gifts that
were brought forward by people who had walked
miles to be there for worship: yes, money, but also
eggs and baskets, chickens and gourds, carvings
and fruit, coffee and vegetables. The table virtually
groaned with abundance! Thanksgiving has never
been the same for me, and neither has Sunday
morning. 

As I write this, our nation is engaged in war. Our
economy is terrible. Ours has become a culture of
anxiety. We are stressed because the security we
thought we knew is gone. Yet perhaps we do not
yet know affliction or ordeal, and therefore per-
haps not joy. The unbounded generosity that
marks a Christian response to challenge is not ours
yet. Instead, I am hearing stories of great caution. 

The Christians of Macedonia — and Uganda,
Colombia, Korea and the Middle East – would tell
us, “It’s not about the money!” It is about our rela-
tionship with God, our sense of calling by Christ,
our dedication to the life of prayer and spirituality,
our readiness to pour ourselves out as Christ
poured himself out for the sake of the world. It’s
about giving with abandon, and thus discovering
all the gifts we are given. It’s about learning anew
that it is only by losing our lives that we will gain
them. The freedom of your spirit is at stake – keep-
ing holds you in its thrall; giving sets you free! But
then, you already know that, I think. 

Affliction and Joy
Come and
Follow Me

maintained contact with the top leaders of the dif-
ferent sides of his country’s armed conflict.
Throughout the evening, his deep faith and opti-
mism were evident. 

He described Colombia as a rich country of 45 mil-
lion “creative, good people,” a diverse cultural mix
that has been the victim of a legal and economic
structure that has resulted in deeply-rooted social
injustice, and which has known almost uninterrupt-
ed conflict in nearly two centuries of independence.
He described a country where the state is used as a
means of controlling and protecting the interests of
the powerful, which has inevitably led to armed
challenge and struggle. 

“Those people who control the riches of Colombia
do not want to share opportunity,” Esquivia said. He
explained that Colombia’s constitution was built to
guarantee the privileges of those in power, noting
that “It’s a rich country, but the riches are not dis-
tributed very well. This has created a lot of poverty
and injustice.” 

Esquivia’s trip included stops in Washington, D.C.,
where he met with members of Congress and staff
members from the Department of State, and meet-
ings in Portland, Oregon with UCC, Presbyterian
and Mennonite Church leaders to discuss Afro-
Colombian issues. (At press time, Esquivia was still
hopeful of meeting with Latin American specialists
on Connecticut Senator Christopher Dodd’s staff
before returning to Colombia.) 

In his meetings with America’s political leaders and
government officials, Esquivia explains the present
Colombian situation - compounded by the country’s
legacy of political corruption, the blessing and curse
of oil, drug trafficking and violence perpetrated by

both right-wing and leftist groups - from the per-
spective of people of faith. He hopes a better under-
standing of Colombia, and the aspirations of its peo-
ple, will be able to influence a change in American
policy toward his country. 

In the last two years, the United States has sent near-
ly $2 billion to fight the drug war in Colombia, pri-
marily in the form of military weapons and support
for Colombian, and now American, troops. U.S.
Forces are in the regions where five pipelines are
bringing oil and natural gas out for export. 

“This creates a lot of tension,” Esquivia noted. “And
the guerrilla forces extort protection money from
the oil companies. Oil and drugs, we call them black
gold and white gold.”

“U.S. politics only feed the war,” he said. “People are
beginning to feel that the United States government
is our enemy. This is what creates situations like
Afghanistan, and then people say, ‘The country has
to be destroyed.’” 

He described a vicious cycle of war, displacement,
drug trafficking and  U.S. intervention, all escalating
back to more war. “Eradication of drugs is not a
solution,” Esquivia said. “There’s still the demand
for drugs in the U.S. That’s part of the reality. If we
want to stop the drug trade, we have to provide an
alternative for the campesinos (farmers).”

“Colombia is full of people of hope and faith and
creativity. It’s a country full of people who fight for
peace and fight for justice,” Esquivia said. Still, it is a
dangerous time for human rights workers, particu-
larly Colombian church leaders. “It is very danger-
ous, especially with relationship to human rights in
churches,” he said, adding that “It’s very difficult for
people who fight for human rights and peace in
Colombia.”

Esquivia reported that last year 35 religious leaders
were killed, 450 worship places were closed and
3,500 church families were displaced. He estimates
that there are now more than 3 million displaced
persons in Colombia, as a result of the ongoing vio-
lence that plagues the country. Additionally, in the
last three years, 1.5 million professionals have left
Colombia. “We are losing our capable professionals,
which is very bad in this time of technological
advancement.”

As part of his message, Esquivia poses the question,
“As church people, what can we do about this? It’s
important to create alternative projects and pro-
grams to plant seeds of justice on one side and sup-
port rebuilding on the other side. We must do
both.”

Esquivia is a representative of CEDECOL
(Colombian Council of Evangelical Churches),
which has 20 partnerships with churches in the U.S.,
Canada and Europe. There are 50 more churches in
Colombia that are ready right now to partner with
sister churches (“hermanas”). 

Part of his vision for these hermanas is to become
Sanctuary churches – open to all, including the
guerrillas, soldiers and campesinos – and committed
to non-violence through relationship with Jesus
Christ. But he said that many churches are fearful of
declaring themselves sanctuaries because of the very
real potential for reprisals by both the right-wing
paramilitaries and the leftist guerrillas. 

Again, Esquivia has a simple, direct response. “We
can use a biblical and theological message to get rid
of that fear,” he said. “We have to ask if our faith can
be put into action in another way, a practical way.
We have to look at other models, other tools to help
us do that. If we open ourselves to the Spirit, there
will be much creativity.” Continued on page 6

Message of Hope
continued from page 1 
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The Connecticut Conference
recently contributed to a new initia-
tive nationally in the United
Church of Christ. For many years,
our Conferences have relied on the
counsel of Donald C. Clark, Jr., a
Chicago attorney who has special-
ized in legal service to the denomi-
nation. 

As the attorney for several national
ministries of the Church, Don has
provided invaluable assistance in
the development of policies and
procedures related to the adjudica-
tion of clergy ethical misconduct.
One of the reasons our UCC
Insurance Board liability program
is able to maintain coverage for
our churches in cases of miscon-
duct is because the insurance carri-
ers have confidence in our ability

and commitment to hold our clergy accountable for their actions. Among others,
we have Don Clark to thank for that. 

Don Clark is a graduate of Williams College and Rutgers Law School. He is admit-
ted to practice before the United States Supreme Court, numerous federal appel-
late and district courts and is a member of the Illinois bar. He has served as part
time faculty at Andover Newton Theological School and writes and speaks often
on church law issues. 

“About a year ago, Don proposed that he work full-time for the denomination
nationwide, serving the national and conference settings,” commented Rev. Dr.
Davida Foy Crabtree, Conference Minister. “He told us he had achieved financial
security for his family, and could make this offer as a gift to the Church, basically
for a relatively nominal fee and expenses. We were excited about his offer, as the
first amendment issues facing denominations like ours are very serious right
now.” Given the polity of the UCC, however, turning his offer into reality was a
challenge. Gathering the resources, achieving buy-in from multiple parties, and
developing the agreement all took persistence. 

“Because of the legal cases Connecticut and Massachusetts have faced, Nancy
Taylor (Massachusetts Conference Minister) and I had a keen interest in, and
understanding of, the tremendous gift Don was prepared to give,” said Crabtree.
“So we worked together with other Conference Ministers through the Council of
Conference Ministers to make this work.”

On January 1, Don became Nationwide Special Counsel for the United Church of
Christ. The national Office of General Ministries, Local Church Ministries, Wider
Church Ministries, Council of Conference Ministers and Insurance Board have
partnered to initiate and fund this new position. One hope of the partners is to
identify other UCC attorneys with an interest and expertise in church law or first
amendment law who might step forward when we have extraordinary cases with
implications for the legal footing of our kind of denomination in our society.
Clark’s office is located at One South Wacker Drive, Suite 1495, Chicago, Illinois.
He can be contacted at 312-425-0500. 

Special Counsel Named 

A Care Team is a group of trained volunteers organized to provide practical, emotional and
spiritual support to persons with chronic illness or other special needs. Rev. Malcolm Marler,
who first developed the Care Team model for AIDS patients in 1994, and later modified it to
serve others, recently led a training conference. More information on Care Teams is available at
www.careteam.org, or you may call Center Church Manchester at 860-647-9941.

Care Team
Leadership Training
Conference Held 

Genesis Fund Grant Awarded to
Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice

ale Bishop, Executive
Minister of Wider
Church Ministry, United
Church of Christ, has
announced that a $1,500
grant from The Genesis

Fund has been awarded to
Reclaiming The Prophetic Voice.
Reclaiming the Prophetic Voice is a
statewide network of religious leaders
and people of faith from many spiri-
tual traditions who are opposed to
military action against Iraq. Its
Statement of Purpose reads in part,
“As religious leaders and people of
faith, we gather to share our anguish
at the violence in which our country
is enmeshed, and to discern how to
be prophetic and act to promote an
alternative to this culture of vio-
lence.” The funds from the Genesis
grant will be used for program
expenses. The Genesis Fund/Caring
for Community was created with
income from the Make a Difference
Campaign of the UCC. Priority is
given to funding new initiatives or
projects that enable hands-on min-
istry or public policy advocacy.

Donald C. Clark, Jr. and the Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree

Last
month, we
introduced Lark
Hapke as our
Western Region’s
interim Regional
Minister. We’re
pleased to report
that she has
arrived safely in
Connecticut after a
3,000 mile cross-
country drive, and
is settling in to her
new home and new
job. Lark can be
reached at: 

Address: 43 Spring
Street, Bristol, CT
06010 

Phone: 860-582-2385 
Fax: 860-582-2507 
email:
larkh@ctucc.org

D
England joined in an enrich-
ing afternoon of education
and discussion. Following
the Teach-In, extensive plan-
ning for Monday’s protest
was necessary, especially to
coordinate with the simulta-
neous “No War in Iraq”
demonstrations. There was a
remarkable spirit of coopera-
tion between the two non-
violent demonstrations that
resulted in a combined
effort and sharing of
resources. 

On Monday March 24, in
Hartford, several activists staged a “die-in” at the corpo-
rate headquarters of UTC, demanding an “end to corpo-
rate terror in Colombia.” Eleven people were arrested,
including six who staged a sit-in inside the lobby,
demanding to deliver a letter from the Colombian peo-
ple. They were supported by 30-40 protesters from UCC

churches in Connecticut and Rhode Island who
remained outside, as well as several grassroots organiza-
tions. 

One of the arrestees was Holly Miller, a student at
Lancaster Theological School. She describes her experi-
ence as “powerful” and feels strongly that it was “an act
of honoring our Colombian partners, living and dead.”
She notes, also, that March 24th was the twenty-third
anniversary of the assassination and martyring of Bishop
Oscar Romero, which lent a further air of solemnity and
commitment for those who participated. All protestors
were released and given one day of community service.

There is something for everyone in the Colombia
Partnership. Most people will not choose to protest, but
anyone can call their Congressional representatives and
advocate for change in United States policies. And
EVERYONE can pray for peace in Colombia and in our
world. There is an open invitation for any church that
would like to consider becoming a Partner Church. If
you are interested, please contact Cecile Gilson at the
Conference Office for more information.

involved in this ministry, and our experience over
the past month or so provides examples of all
aspects of that involvement.

On March 4, the CT Conference Colombia
Partnership hosted two trade unionists from the
Arauca province of Colombia: Luz Marina Gomez
and Father Luis Bustacara. At a meeting hosted by
the Church of the Redeemer in New Haven, they
spoke with a group of about 40 people of the tactics
used by the Colombian government, and other
armed actors, to stop the work of trade unions in
Colombia. It is the most dangerous place in the
world to be involved in union organizing. Both Ms.
Gomez and Father Bustacara spoke with grief and
passion about the assassination of close friends and
colleagues, some of whom were organizing in U.S.-
based multi-national corporations. 

The dangers in Arauca are heightened at the
moment because the new government of President
Uribe has imposed martial law in that province. As
with all of our Colombian friends, they ask that we
pray for them, and educate ourselves and others
about the situation in Colombia. Ms. Gomez also
shared with those gathered that March 4 was the
one-month anniversary of the assassination of her
closest friend, Rosaria. In a moving close to the
evening, as those gathered joined in Gomez’s grief,
Rev. Crabtree offered prayers for the courageous
woman who died, for all of those who have lost their
lives, and for peace and healing in all of Colombia. 

Learning was transformed into action, solidarity,
protest and fellowship with the Colombia
Mobilization event in Hartford on March 23-24. As
part of a week of Teach-Ins, protests and lobbying,
members of our Colombia Partnership Committee
joined with other grassroots organizations to raise
awareness of the negative involvement of U.S. corpo-
rations in the on-going violence and injustice that is
a way of life in Colombia. Numerous corporations
lobby for, and receive, substantial economic benefit
from Plan Colombia (the U.S. aid package to
Colombia). The specific target of education and
non-violent protest in Hartford was United
Technologies Corporation (UTC), the parent of
Sikorsky Helicopters, which manufactures the Black
Hawk helicopter. A significant portion of U.S. aid to
Colombia has taken the form of helicopters, and it is
claimed that this is largely as a result of lobbying on
the part of UTC and Sikorsky. 

Simultaneous to the Connecticut action, events were
planned to take place in Atlanta (protesting Coca-
Cola for complicity in efforts to deter union activi-
ty), St. Louis (protesting Monsanto, which manufac-
tures the super-strong herbicide used in spraying
coca and food crops in Colombia) and in Los
Angeles, at Occidental Petroleum. Occidental is the
direct beneficiary of a $98 million aid package to
protect a 400+ mile oil pipeline in northern
Colombia. This amounts to an approximately $3-4
per barrel subsidy for Occidental, paid by the
United States government.  

In Hartford on March 23, at the Charter Oak
Cultural Center, about 60 people (including many
Colombians) joined in workshops on displacement,
anti-union activity, aerial fumigation, Partner
Church relationships, UTC/Sikorsky involvement
and the War on Drugs. Groups from around New

Protesters at Colombia
Action 3/24/03 stag-
ing a Die-In at UTC
Headquarters

Protesters with
signs at Colombia

Action 3/24/03 at
UTC Headquarters

Colombia Partnership
continued from page 1 

One of Die-In group being
escorted to jail by Hartford
Police.

Top: Luz Marina Gomez, a
member of Centro Cristiano,
an independent Protestant
Church that works with the
most marginalized popula-
tions in Arauca City; Rev.
Kent Siladi, UCC Regional
Minister and the evening’s
moderator; and Father Luis
Bustacara, a parish priest in
the town of Arauquita and
coordinator of the Pastoral
Social, the social outreach
ministry of the Catholic
Diocese of Arauca.

In the story on Melita House in our last issue, we inadvertently omitted the following
information. We apologize for the oversight.

The Connecticut affiliate for Church World Service and the refugee program of the
U.C.C. Wider Church Ministry is not Melita Welcome House but Interfaith Refugee
Ministry in New Haven.  IRM provides all of the core services of resettlement for the
refugee families who come through Melita House.  Without their dedicated work, we
at Melita House would be unable to carry out our ministry.  Any churches interested
in learning more about the variety of ways to participate in the ministry of refugee
resettlement can contact the Rev. Linda Carleton at Interfaith Refugee Ministry:
203.562.2095.
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¥ Rev. Gordon Rankin, Chair, Congregational
Church of Naugatuck

¥ Eugenio Ayala, Nueva Esperanza, East Hartford
and First Church of Christ, SufÞeld

¥ Iris Branch, Immanuel Congregational Church,
Hartford

¥ Cindy Cayer, Plantsville
¥ Rev. Davida Foy Crabtree, Conference Minister
¥ Rev. Walter Pitman, United Church of Christ,

Southbury
¥ Valerie Tutson, New Milford and Providence
¥ Josh Ziac, Old Greenwich

Questions should be directed to Charlie Kuchenbrod
at 860-233-5564, toll-free in CT 866-367-2822 or 
charliek@ctucc.org.

He sees providing technical resources and training to support
popular enfranchisement as part of the mission of the church.
ÒColombia is a democracy, but just as in the United States, many
people distance themselves from the political process,Ó Esquivia
said. ÒThis model of democracy is in trouble. If people donÕt
participate, the governments are legally elected, but are not rep-
resentative of the people.Ó

Still, he thinks that the churches are uniquely prepared to lead
Colombia through its struggles. ÒWeÕre trying to unite the differ-
ent churches for peace. The people in Colombia have a lot of
conÞdence in the church, and theyÕre waiting and hoping for
the church to do that,Ó he said. ÒThey have the Word and the
Spirit and the powerful message of Jesus, and this gives us
strength to work with the people.Ó

Esquivia pointed to the work that is being done in cooperation
with the North American churches, including lobbying efforts in
Congress and elsewhere that are opening hearts and changing
minds, sending delegations to Colombia so they can understand
the situation and speak knowledgeably, and continuing to build
church partnerships. His advice for Americans who hear his
message is clear - ÒBe the arms and hands and eyes of this coun-
try, look outside yourselves, because the people of this country
want to be in solidarity with the rest of the world. You can feel
guilt or shame, and you can feel that or sense that when some
people speak. But we canÕt let those feelings paralyze us. This is
a time of action.Ó

Esquivia sees his visit as planting universal Òseeds of hope,Ó seeds
that will take root and strengthen the relationships with the
American partner churches - including the eveningÕs host
church and ConnecticutÕs one partner, First Church of Christ in
Middletown - and bring new churches into dialogue with those
Colombian churches that are ready and waiting for partnership. 

ÒI hope to plant seeds so that other countries of the world can
have hope for change, a positive change for the people,Ó he
said. Ò We are raising our voices to denounce the crimes and
work for justice, because we canÕt forget that weÕre the salt of the
earth. We donÕt always have enough faith, but we try to act that
way.Ó 
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